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E.O. 11652: N/A 
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SUBJECT:INTERFERENCE WITH TRANSBOUNDARY CATTLE TRADE 

1 . THE FOLLOWING IS A TEXT OF A CANADIAN NOTE LEFT AT THE 
DEPARTMENT ON JANUARY 10: 

2. BEGIN TEXT: THE CANADIAN EMBASSY PRESENTS ITS 
COMPLIMENTS TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE AND WISHES TO ADVISE 
THE DEPARTMENT OF THE CONCERNS OF THE CANADIAN GOVERNMENT 
WITH RESPECT TO THE EXPORT OF CANADIAN LIVE CATTLE TO THE 
UNITED STATES. 

AS THE DEPARTMENT IS AWARE, UNITED STATES’ FARMERS HAVE 
SINCE JANUARY 3 MAINTAINED PICKETS AT THREE BORDER CROSS- 
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ING POINTS IN NORTH DAKOTA. THE EFFECT OF THIS PICKETING 
HAS BEEN TO PREVENT THE IMPORTATION OF CANADIAN LIVE CATTLE 
THROUGH THE BORDER POINTS IN QUESTION. IN THESE CIRCUM- 
STANCES UNITED STATES BUYERS ARE UNDERSTANDABLY RELUCTANT 
TO PURCHASE LIVESTOCK FROM NEIGHBOURING CANADIAN MARKETS. 
AS A CONSEQUENCE, THERE HAS BEEN A DECLINE IN PRICES ON 
THESE MARKETS. 
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IT SHOULD BE NOTED IN THIS REGARD THAT CANADIAN 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCERS HAVE THEMSELVES EXPERIENCED 

DEPRESSED PRICES WHICH HAVE MOTIVATED UNITED STATES 
PRODUCERS HAVE NOT SO FAR CONSIDERED SIMILAR ACTION AGAINST 
USA AGRICULTURAL EXPORTS TO CANADA. 

IT IS UNDERSTOOD THAT CONTRARY TO EARLIER INDICATIONS THAT 
THE PICKETS WOULD BE REMOVED ON JANUARY 6 THEY ARE STILL 
BEING MAINTAINED. ACCORDINGLY, THE CANADIAN GOVERNMENT 
REQUESTS THE UNITED STATES AUTHORITIES TO TAKE, AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE, ALL APPROPRIATE MEASURES TO REMOVE THIS 
CONTINUING IMPEDIMENT TO NORMAL CANADIAN EXPORTS THROUGH 
NORTH DAKOTA BORDER CROSSING POINTS. 

THE CANADIAN EMBASSY AVAILS ITSELF OF THIS OPPORTUNITY TO 
RENEW TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE THE ASSURANCES OF ITS 
HIGHEST CONSIDERATION. END TEXT. 

3. IN ENSUING DISCUSSION WITH THE CANADIAN EMBASSY 
OFFICIALS, WE EMPHASIZED THAT WE SHARED GOC CONCERN AND 
WERE IN CLOSE CONTACT WITH STATE AUTHORITIES AND THE US 
ATTORNIES IN SOUTH DAKOTA AND MINNESOTA. WE POINTED OUT 
THAT FEDERAL AUTHORITIES HAD NO BASIS TO INTERVENE 
DIRECTLY SINCE NO EVIDENCE EXISTED THAT FEDERAL STATUTE HAD 
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BEEN VIOLATED. WE HAD SOUGHT AND RECEIVED ASSURANCES THAT 
LOCAL AND STATE AUTHORITIES WOULD PROVIDE SECURITY TO 
ENSURE THAT TRUCKS CARRYING CANADIAN CATTLE COULD PROCEED 
TO US DESTINATIONS. FURTHERMORE, FEDERAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 
AUTHORITIES WOULD CONTINUE TO MONITOR THE SITUATION 
CAREFULLY. 

4. SUBSEQUENT EVENTS HAVE OPENED QUESTIONS REGARDING 
EFFICTIVENESS OF MEASURES TAKEN TO ASSURE SECURITY OF 
CANADIAN CATTLE SHIPMENTS. WE ARE, THEREFORE, CONTINUING 
TO WORK WITH LOCAL AUTHORITIES AND INTERESTED WASHINGTON 
AGENCIES TO RESOLVE PROBLEM AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE. CHRISTOPHER 
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